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7 Biblical methods for testing the Spirits and testing Prophets/Prophecies


1a. What does it mean to test the spirits? (key verse: 1st John 4:1-3) 


“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world.” (1st John 4:1, KJV, King James Version: Public Domain)


“BELOVED, DO not put faith in every spirit, but prove (test) the spirits to discover whether they 
proceed from God; for many false prophets have gone forth into the world.” (1st John 4:1, AMP, 
Amplified Bible: LEGAL PERMISSIONS: Used under Fair Use: © The Lockman Foundation)


1b. Does this mean 'literal' spirits (as in demons and angels)?


Support for demons/angels interpretation: 14And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an 
angel of light. 15Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of 
righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.–2nd Corinthians 11:13-15 – “Beloved 
believe 
not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are 
gone out into the world.”(1st John 4:1, KJV) – “jAgaphtoiv, {Beloved} mh; {do not} panti; {regarding 
every} pneuvmati {SPIRIT} pisteuvete {trust or believe}...” (1st John 4:1, Original Greek) Original 
Word Origin : “pneu'ma” Strong's Number:4151 Strong's definition in context: “a spirit higher than 
man but lower than God, i.e. an angel used of demons, or evil spirits, who were conceived as 
inhabiting the bodies of men” (Many people incl Pastor Jay & my own father report being visited by 
angels; this isn't unscriptural, even if rare; so, it's both logical & Scriptural to consider this possibility.)


Support for mere mortal 'prophets' interpretation: “Beloved, believe not every spirit...because many 
false prophets are gone out into the world.” (1st John 4:1, KJV)


2. Why is this important? (point of meditation and reflection)


3. How is this any different from testing a prophet? (key verse: Matthew 7:15-16) 


15Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves. 16Ye shall know them by their fruits..."–Matthew 7:15-16, KJV


4. What exactly are their 'fruits'?


'Pro Righteousness' Hints: “Being filled with the fruits of righteousness...”–Philippians 1:11, KJV 
“Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it 
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness...”–Hebrews 12:11, KJV “...and increase the fruits of your 
righteousness”–2nd Corinthians 9:10, KJV


'Contra' Hints: “...he will also bless the fruit of thy womb, and the fruit of thy land, thy corn, and thy 


wine, and thine oil, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep, in the land which he sware unto 
thy fathers to give thee.”–Deuteronomy 7:11, KJV “For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the 
blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the 
ear.”–Mark 4:28, KJV 22But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23Meekness, temperance: against such there 
is no law.”–Galatians 5:21-22, KJV -Also: Some 'unrighteous' prophets (Balaam) and people (Witch of 
Endor) still heard from God, implying the prophetic gifts are permanently irrevocable (Romans 11:29).


5. How does one 'test the spirits'? (This picks up where Jan Howell's lesson 
on 
Sunday 20 Dec 2009 left off.)
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7 Biblical methods for testing the Spirits and testing Prophets/Prophecies

Name/Number





What is tests: 

{Scriptural cite} 


Angels/Demons/Holy Spirit?
Mere mortal prophets?

1. 'Specific' test of righteousness:
YES – Both by the plain meaning
NO – A person can lie about

{1st Jn 4:1-3: Confessing Jesus as
of the Greek words used and also
it (or be honestly mistaken),

both the Christ (Saviour/Messiah)  
by context of comparing scripture
so obviously this is not 100% 

-and also as having come in the
with scripture: The process of 
certain. Angels' character has 

flesh, thus having beaten sin!}
elimination leaves only this.

hardened over time for better 











(holy) or worse (fallen). But 











you still should apply this to 











people to get knowledge.

2. 'General' test of righteousness:
NO – Unless you can associate
YES – Both by process of

{Matt 7:15-16}


with an angel for a long enough
elimination and the clear






period of time to get to know their
meaning of the Scripture.






character – very rare to catch an






angel slipping up here – the fallen angels are masters at deception 





for putting on a good 'poker face' -a good 'game face' to hide their





true intentions –very intelligent; better than most people they are!




3. 'Specific' test of accuracy:

YES – No one is exempt here, and Scriptural standards have not

{Deut 18:22}



been abrogated or changed (“Think not that I am come to destroy 





the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.”–





Matt 5:17) This test applies to both spirits and mortals.

4. 'General' test of accuracy:

NO – Contact with angels, per se,
YES – Scripture is quite

{Deut 18:10-12}


is not forbidden; many instances of
clear here: Spiritism, attempts






angels contacting humans are

at contact with the dead, etc.






recorded in Scripture.


are clearly forbidden! 

5. Test of the Spirit:


YES – This test applies to both spirits and mortals: We must hear

{Ps 95:7-11; Prov 1:20;

the Voice of God speak to us; however, as many have found out

Jn, ch 10; Heb 3:7; Heb 4:7}

the hard way, you can't rely on this test alone! You might miss it!

6. 'Miracle' test: {History of

Comments: I recall when taking Intro to Prophecy my prof added

 the prophets in the Bible}

this test; when I asked for a cite, he said that, historically, most of







the prophets typically did do miracles to prove their authenticity.






UPDATE: Mark 16:17-18 clearly says that ALL believers should 





do miracles, i.e., which would include any sub-set: e.g., prophets.

7. 'Applicability' test:


Comments: He added this test too-I'm paraphrasing from memory, {Jas 1:17}



but basically, he said that the prophecy had to not only be accurate 






but also helpful in a practical way.
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