MICHAEL BILIRAKIS
$TH DISTRICT. FLOAIDA

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS

CWERSIGHT AND THE ECOMOMY
EXPORAT OPPIRTUNITIES AND
SPECIAL SMALL BUSINESS PROBLEMS

COMMITTEE OM VETERANS™ AFFAIRE

WOSPITALS AND HEALTH CARE
HOUSING AND MEMORIAL ARFAIRS

SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING

Congress of the AKnited States
I $ioust of Representatives
AMashington, B.E. 20515

TASK FORCE DN SOCIAL SECURITY

January 10, 1984

Mr. Robert F. Watts
Foundear

Project Bmerica

415 South Collins Street
plant City, Florida 33566

Dear Mr. Watts:

Thank you for your letter of November 1llth.
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I apologize for the long delay in my reply. The crush of
legislative business toward the end of the 1lst Session of the
98th Congress was great, and did not allow me to respond to all

of my constituents as quickly as I would like to.

I appreciate your comments in support of the present Administration
and its policies, and agree with many of your general points on

the character of Americans and the dilemmas which currently face

us. I also share your shock and revulsion over the Korean plane
incident. I believe it was an exceedingly cowardly and brutal

act which cannot be forgotten as we continue our dealings with

the Soviet Union.

With regard to your central point, that is, the need for unity

in this country, I believe you are correct in your assertion

that such unity is needed and would provide a powerful force

in our national and international affairs. There is no doubt that
if all America worked toward common goals, we would gain strength

as a nation.

The essential problem, however, is that our very freedom —- which

is the source of our strength -- can also be the source of our
division. The free market and a lack of restraint on the individual
helped build this country. Free inquiry and education helped mold
our society and our leaders. But as we remain free, we remain

free not only to support our government, but to dissent from its

policies. I think it can be fairly said that without

the freedom

to criticize and differ, there can be no effective freedom to
support, nor gather in a great unity of purpose of the magnitude

which you propose.




Mr. Watts
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In more concrete terms, I would also like to see our leaders
united behind common goals and tackle the serious issues of
national defense and the future direction of our economy. And,
in fact, I believe there has been a limited degree of movement
in this direction. The success of the bipartisan Social
Security Commission and the Scowcroft Commission on the M-X
indicate that it is possible for the government to move forward
on some controversial issues.

However, in realistic terms, I believe we will continue to

engage in the politics of division unless there are extraordinary
circumstances. Quite frankly, 1984 is an election year; a year
in which the two parties and outside candidates normally engage
in sgtrenuous debate and competition.

Altogether, I believe it can be said that our country benefits
from the diversity of its society, yet suffers, as you point out,
when different elements cannot sacrifice some of their personal
interests for the common good. If we can be united, I believe it
will be through the force of example, or through the exigencies
of the moment. That is, I believe our country can be united
through the force of leadership and the examples set by our
elected representatives, or through ocutside forces beyond our
control which threaten our security and national interests and
demand concerted action. I certainly prefer the former, but can
offer no precise mechanism to avoid the latter.

Once again, thank you for your letter. Again, pleése excuse the
delay in my reply, and please keep me informed of your views.

With best wishes, I am
cerely,

/e

Michael Bilirakis
Member of Congress
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R OVECTEERICH

FREEDOM and LIBERTY can be preserved only through Unity — Stand up for America or be buried by Communism!

Robert Franklin Watts, Founder ’ 415 South Collins Street
Plant City, Florida 33566

Phone: (B13) 752-7310

{B13) 7521717

Congressman (R)
M, Bilirskis

Washington ,D.C.

Hovember 11,1983

Dear Mike,

The strength of any nation is a product of unity on
, the part of the grass roots people and the government of
that nation working in close concert, one with the other,
t sharing a common goal. In order for this to be affective
there must be mutual trust and respect in evidence at
all times and demonstrated upon request to the point of
reeson, by either party. I believe that America once
possessed that maric formula. This is the express reason
that she became so great a nation in such a relatively
short span of time.

Having made this point and to give you a general
idea of the purpose of my letter I will now try to be
more specific. We as Americans, are a race of people

ﬂ who if called upon would participate in any sensible

program or project designed to strengthen our country
and assure us and our children of continued freedom and
liverties. There has never been a more opportune time,
nor has there ever been a time of greater necessity for
us to get together. As I see it our very existance de-~
pends upon it. Our people are the most rescurseful,
most educated, and above all the most patriotic people
on earth., We have the most of everything, both material
and spiritual, therefore we stand to lose the most.
Evervone is aware of these fzcts. The problem seems to
be that there is too much die harmony among our leaders.
Their gri&e has blinded them to the point that they have
lost sight of the number one priority that theyv were
elected and sworn to oath to do, and that is to make
every known effort to put America, and what she stands for

IT CAN BE DONE, IT MUST BE DONE, IT WILL BE DONE
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FREEDOM and LIBERTY c<an be preserved only through Unity — Stand up for America or be buried by Communism!

ahead of anv of their own interests, or interasts of anv
Special Interest Croups, etc. Their consiant disacree-
mente serve only to weaken our country. We finallv have
a President who has earned the moral support of most

Americans. I personally baslieve Ronald Reazan to be the

best Fresident ever to ocoupy the Phite Youse. le iz an
honest man, not afraid to follow his convictions. Whis
honesty has earned him greater respect than any of his

* Robert Franklin Watts, Founder 415 Sputh Collins Street
Plant City, Florida 33566

Phone: (813) 752-7310
(813) 7521717

predecessors. I feel that it is important fer lr. Reagen
to Enow that the majority of the Americen people, do indead

trust wnd respect him, even when it a s that soms of

his

policies are clow in materializing. [is ability to struzgle
to his feet and regain composure in the eyes of adversity

has won him great admiration Trom even his erities, In
his unrelenting quest, for what he believes in, todavs
critice become tomorrow's supporters.

More specifically, Mike, I'm proposing teo vou that

vou contact our President and let him know thet Americanc
are willirg, and stand ready to participate in anv prosram

or project such as described earlier in this letter. o

Certain thiness would have to be done in order to lav

the ground work for such ventures, I Teel that the main
=tacle that we must both overcone is¢ @ wiwillinimess to
trust each other. Americans mre tha rmast “orgiving race

ob~-

of people on earth. I don't forsee anv unsolvable problems

in this or anv area.
Sgsentially, Mike, our options have just about ren

out, Our government esems to need as much help as it can
zet in order for us all to survive the threat of the Soviets'.

From a more basic perspective it all ssems rTairly

simples The grass roots people want to help their govern-

ment but they are too isnerant to know how to properly
approach them and the government desperatel; needs the
grass roots help butithey are too proud to ask for it.

IT CAN BE DOMNE, IT MUST BE DONE, IT WILL BE DONE
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FREEDOM and LIBERTY can be preserved only through Unity — Stand up for America or be buried by Communism!

Robert Franklin Watts, Founder " 415 South Collins Street
Plant City, Florida 33566

Phone: {(813) 752-7310

{813) 7521717

’he time for this union is now. We cammot aiTord to
walt eny longer. The Soviet ;overnment could never
et this co-operation and support from it's people.
One very goo? reason is that thav have never s ari-
enced the taste of freedom. Their wav ol 1. 2 2= com-
pared to ours would hardly be worth fighting ‘or. “er
o¥er 2° rears the Sovists have been planning ouvr demige.
As each day passes the show down becomes more inevitahle..
Just Yor a minute I want rou to envision, in 2 realistic
seenario, the bloody path that they have chartered,
Hungary, Poland, Afshanistan, just to name a few, and
of course the most recent, their bold and brutal attack
on KAL 007 Passenger Flane. It bringe tears to mr eves
when I allow nveelf to picture the true horror of this
incident. The first picture that I alwass see is those
precious little inneocent childrer beins blown apart, half
allive and half dead hurtling threugh the Ireesin; air
only to be cast into the sea and eaten by the sharks.

Indirectly, but egqually responsible, the Soviets
undoubtly masterminded the viclous attack on our marines
in Beirut. iHistory has seldom ever rscorded a more
cowardly, unprovoked act against humanity. Lven the
attack on Pearl Harbor couldn't mateh this heinous deed.
The liberation of Grenada was indeed an act borne of
nacessity. Any time that human 1life is lost it becomes
difficult to justify, vet these sacrifices were not in
vain., The price that our men pald served to circumvent
a much ireater loss of life and freedom in the not too
dismt futurﬂ.

Our only hope for survival and freedom is unitv.
We must face reality in recognizing our enemy and never
azzin be lulled into believins that we can co-exist

IT CAN BE DONE, IT MUST BE DONE, IT WILL BE DONE
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? FREEDOM and LIBERTY can be preserved only through Unity — Stand up for America or be buried by Communism!

Robert Franklin Watts, Founder ’ 415 South Collins Street
Plant City, Florida 33566

Phone: (813} 752-7310

(813) 7521717

/ peacefully without a strong America. VWhy can't we dem-
onstrate to the werld, once again, the unity that made
us 80 great by meking a supreme effort to combine our
human resources a&nd work in concert, one with the other,
towari: soals desismed to suarantee a stronger America,

] forever!

Sincerelv,

|| D aba e A,

J . Robhert F. Fatts

1T CAN BE DONE, IT MUST BE DONE, IT WILL BE DONE
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FREEDOM and LIBERTY can be preserved only through Unity — Stand up for America or be hun'mi:l by Communism!

Robert Franklin Watts, Founder 415 South Collins Street
Plant City, Florida 33566

Phone: (813) 752-7310
President Ronald Reagan 1813) 752-1717
The White House
Washington, D.C.

lovember 14, 1983

Dear President Resagzan:

Enclosed please find individual copies of 4 letters.
Three were sent to Great Britain, Prime Minister Margaret
i Thatcher, Canada, Prime Minister Pieme Trudeau, and France,
f Fresident F. Mitterand, respectively. The fourth was sent
to my Congressman, Michael Bilirakis. It is self
explanatory. :

In reference to the first 3 letters, their contents
are a reflection of my feelings in regards to the many
distasteful and injurious remarks directed toward the

J United States immediately following the liberation of

' Grenada. These premature and erroneous remarks wers too

{ much! My feelings have long been held captive, the pris-
oners of profound frustratien that increases each time

H that I hear the unjustified eriticism of America but it
is especially intensified when this criticism comes frem

our allies. I decided that the time had come to liberate

those pent-up frustrations by putting them in the form

of a letter and returning them to their original source.

I wouldn't say that this method would be "fighting fire

with fire” but I'm sure that they'll smell the smoke.

The time has come for America to assert herself by
minimizing the diplomacy and placing more emphasis upon
"straight talk", removing sll doubt to both our allies
and enemies alike, by projecting a clear picture of where
we stand in regards to our overall security and future.
Not only where we stand on these issues but more import-
antly how tall we stand when we choose te get up off our
duff’e and straighten up! This country can rally her
sometime dormant but never absent resources to not only
regain the superiority that we once enjoyed but clearly
surpass that pesition.

IT CAN BE DDNE; IT MUST BE DONE, IT WILL BE DONE
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F FREEDOM a:'ld LIBERTY can be preserved only through Unity — Stand up for America or be buried by Communism!
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Robert Franklin Watts, Founder » 418 South Collins Street
Plant City, Florida 33066

Phone: (813) 752-7310

(813) 7521717

A word about Project America.

It ig difficult to describe exsctly.what constitutes
a clear description of Project America but I'1ll make an
effort to deplct 2 scenario that will at least provide
j vou with a general idea. At present I have not solicited
for membership therefore at this point I am the sole
I member, I'm presently in the process of carefully
/ articulating the formulation of ideas and goals in order

for prospective members to understand what we represent.

I believe that it would be approprizte to say that
Froject America advocates a much closer working relation-
ship to be established between the cltizens of America
and our government. A liasion consistent of sincere and
dedicated people who have the intelligence te analygze our
problems; agree upon their significance on our society and
to possess the perseverance necessary to implement the
proper resolutions.

Some major issues that Project America supports,
on a basis of priority, are the need for a stronger
national defense plus the nead for America to take a strong-
er gtand in the stopping and regressing of Communism.

These are the 2 major threats to not only our gociety bdbut

our very existence. Restoration of pmayer in public schools,
on an optional basis, allowing the majority to remain in

the classrooms while the minority seek other facilitles,

gsuch as the hall or auditorium. The implementation of an

2ll out war on drugs,utilizing programs designed by the
government and effectuated by citizens and law enforcement
agencies on all levels. The formulation and adoption of

more specific laws designed g érackesdown hard on drug
traffickers and pushers, with no hope for probation or parole.

I see 2 genuine need for the reestablishment of trust
and respect to be restored between govermment and grass-roots
factions. Certain concessions on each side could accomplish
i this initially, at least to an acceptable degree.

IT CAN BE DONE, IT MUST BE DONE, IT WILL BE DONE
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FREEDOM and LIBERTY can be preserved only through Unity — Stand up for America or be buried by Communism!

One area that would certainly be a tremendous help
to the citizens of this country would be a government
sponsored series of television documentaries and commen-
taries expressly designed to depict the advantages of
living in America versus the disadvantages of living anv-

where else. Many people actually don't know that these

extreme differences do in fact exist. I sincerely believe
that well designed programs of this nature that exemplify
these differendes would tend to make Americans more
appreciative of and thankful for their country.

I could go on and on in an effort teo clarify Project
America but for now I believe that it will suffice to say
that Project America stands for anything and everything
that is deemed and proven to be in the best interests of
our country, with realization of these goals becoming a
reality through the combined efforts of the citizens and
the government working hand-in-hand; furthermore Project
America 1is totally opposed to those things that prove to
threaten our way of life.

Sincerely,

Robert 7. Watts

IT CAN BE DONE, IT MUST BE DONE, IT WILL BE DONE

Robert Franklin Watts, Founder . 415 South Collins Street
Plant City, Florida 33566
Phone: (813} 752-7310

(813) ¥52-1717
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MICHAEL BILIRAKIS

STH ISTRICT, FLORID®

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS

DAVERSIGHT AND THE ECONONY
EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES AHD
SPECLAL Shiall BUSINESS PROBLEMS

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS AFFAIRS
HOSPITALS AND HEALTH CARE
HOUSING AND MEMORIAL AFFAIRS

SELECT COMMITTEE OM AGING

HEALTH AMND LONG-TERM CARE
HAJMAM SERYICES

REPUBLICAN RESEARCH COMMITTEE
TASK FORCE ON SOCIAL SECURITY

Mr. Robert Watts

Congress of the United States
ouse of Representatives
AWashington, B.C. 20515

December 5, 1984

2046 Pleasant Acres Dr.

Plant City, Florida

Dear Mr. Watts:

33566

WASHINGTON OFFICE:

319 CANMON HOUSE OFFRCE BULDING
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515
[202) 275-5788

DISTRCT OFFIGE:

1700 CLEVELAND STREET, SLATE 1103
CLEARWATER, FLORIOW 33615
{813 441-3721

S08 WEST GULF DRIVE, SUITE &
NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORSDA 31852
{813} B4 71022

408 WEST RENFRO STREET
SWITE 107F
FLANT CITY. FLORSDA 33608
HOURS: MON., WED., FRL—10-2
@13y 762-D200

Thank you for forwarding the petition relative to your strong support for
the continuation of Social Security and Medicare.

When the Social Security Amendments came before the House of Representatives,

I voted for passage of this legislation.

There were provisions in the bill

with which I disagreed, i.e., taxation of Social Security benefits and delay
of the July 1 cost of living adjustment; however, under the parliamentary

rules of the House, we could only vote for or against the bill as a whole

without amendment.

I felt it mandatory that immediate steps be taken to ensure

the financial stability of Social Security and to restore the public's
confidence in this vital system; thus, I supported passage.

As you are probably aware, the Congress has adjourned until next year.

I want

to assure you that [ realize the importance of medicare and any legislation
which comes to the floor of the House on this matter will have my closest

attention.

I have held many town meetings and hosted a number of hearings of the House
Committee on Aging in the Ninth District since being sworn into the Congress on
issues of importance to senior citizens. [ am acutely aware of the importance

of both Social Security and Medicare to the folks who reside in our area.
These concerns are foremost in my mind and will not be forgotten.

Warmest regards and thank you for forwarding the petition.
Sincerely yours,

Michael Bilirakis
Member of Congress

MB/rim
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? FREEDOM and LIBERTY can be preserved only through Unity — Stand up for America or be buried by Communism!

Robert Franklin Watts, Founder 415 Sputh Collins Street
Plant City, Florida 33566

Phone: (813} 752-7310

February 13, 1684 {813) 762.1717

Congresseman Michael Bilirakis
U.S. House of Represenatives
Washington D.C. 20515

Dear Mike:

There are certain issues that must be addressed regarding
both the farmere and migrant workers of our country. In
particular, the lssue of the allocation and disperssl of funds

F that have.been specifically earmarked as "Zmsrgency Funds”,
! set sside for the exyress purpose of helping the farmer and

the worker to recover from miscellaneous types of severe crop
damege such as the December freeze here in Florida. Pirst,

/ the fermer and the helpsr must be treated equally since one
without the other eguates out as nothing. %Ea? should he
perceived as a packege deal and treated accordingly. After

J properly determining that any incident does gualify as an

! emergency it should then be handled as such. The necessary
provisions, having been made sufficiently in advance of the

/ emergency, should immediately follow enabling the Tarmer and

| worker to suffer the least amount of lost time poselble. Any

H time that the farmer is inhibited, for any reason, the everall
logs iz shared by the entire country. If the government is

going to extend low interest loans to the farmer they should,

ags an action desmed to be in their own best interests, expedite
the loan while it can still be used effectively, and not
prolong the issue %o the polint that it proves to be too late to
galvage the damage. This failure to provide immediate assist-
ance to the farmer has an even more devastating effect on the
migrant worker. When the Tarmer can no longer afford to farm,
as the result of insufficient funding, the migrant worker is
fdled. The cholee of jJobs for migrants in any community,

even during good economic times, are few due to language barri-

arg and the lack of proper qualifications required feor most jobs.

As a2 result of the December freeze wide spread hardships have

befallen the migrants. Promised assistance in the form of

emergency funds have been, to this date, non-existant. Yet,
even if the assistance did comes through, all at once, it would
compute out to be approximately 311.00 per person on a one

time basis. Many haven't worked in seven weeks, therefore

have no income. Evictions, repossesions, disruption of utilit-

ies and manv other incenveniences have become common practice.

1

IT CAN BE DONE, IT MUST BE DONE, IT WILL BE DONE
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f FREEDOM and LIBERTY can be preserved only through Unity — Stand up for America or be buried by Communism!

Robert Franklin Watts, Founder + 415 South Collins Street
Plant City, Florida 33566

Phone: (813) 752-7310

2 (813) 752-1717

Hospitals refuse to admit their pick because they have no

collaterzl., There is an acute laz2ck of food, blankets and

other essentials necessary to life. The most optomistic

prediction for the new crops to bear is from 3 to 4 weeks.

1 Most migrants are indebted so deeply that the money earmed

] on the new crops will have %o be used to repay their debts.

When the harvest period ends here many won't be able to

’ leave dues to lack of funds and the loss of their wvehicles, due
to repossesion. This will have an adverse effect across the

/ whole nation. I feel that this entire dilemm2 could have heen
prevented had someone been monitoring the situation properly
and anticipated a pessible emergency such as has happened and

} will no doubt happen again. We speak of allocations, grants,
federal funding, etc., in the billions of dellars for possible
long range interests such as the 8 billion dollars being
considered for E1 Salvador. These are investments that
promise no guarantee. I have no problem accepting these de-
cisions. I believe that for the most part they are necessary
and will, in the end, prove to be made in our own best inter-
ests. However, I do have a difficult time understanding why
our government wastes so much vital time before appropriately
responding to the critical needs of any vital interst of this
country, but especially when those needs beccme a catalyst for
human suffering and unnecessary hardships. I believe it
would be failr to say that farming has proven its‘*self to
gualify as 3 most vital interest. Let us remove the binocul-
ars of long term interests for the time being and desl with
the more immediate and more important problem that chose to
prevail its'self upon us by the implementation and expedition
of funding programs designed to meet these crucizal needs.
To alleviate our present crisis the key words are "extreme
urgency”.

Thank you,

oty lias

Bebby Watts

IT CAN BE DONE, IT MUST BE DONE, IT WILL BE DONE
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WASHINGTOM DFFICE:
318 CANNGN HOUSE OFFACE BLILDING
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20615
[202] 228ETES

D4ITRICT OFFICER:
1100 CLEVELAND STREET, SIATE 1108
CLEARWATER. FLORSDS, 33515
A1n a41-3721

MICHAEL BILIRAKIS

STH DISTRICT, FLOREDA

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS
OVERSIGHT AND THE ECONOMY
EXPORT OFPORTLINITIES AND
SPECIAL EMALL BUSINESS PROBLEMS
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS
HESPITALS AND HEALTH CARE 608 WEST GLILF DANVE. SUITE B

. Congress of the Mnited States T

HEALTH AND LONG-TERM CARE REMERT STREET
HUMAN SERVICES ﬁmz nf 'Rtpmmtmw qusw'e;:m 11:1?;
REFLUBLICAN RESEARCH COMMITTEE A AU W
TASK FORCE ON SOCIAL SECURITY maﬁhi"ﬂtﬂn B. ¢ 20515 1813 7529280
’ - L]

March 8, 1984

Mr. Eobert F. Watts
415 South Cellins Street
Plant City, FL 33566

Dear Mr. Watts:

Thgnk you for contacting me to express your concern over the
plight of migrant farm workers as a result of the unemployment
caused by the Christmas weekend freeze.

I certainly understand and share your concern. The Governor's
office and state and local agencies throughout Florida have
worked very hard to assist these unemployed workers and to
make emergency resources and services available to them. I
have enclosed a summary of the actions that had been taken up
to February 21 and more recent communications I have had with
the State have assured me that these efforts have continued.

Thusfar, the Governor has not requested a Presidential disaster
declaration, which would make federal unemployment assistance
funds available to gqualified unemployed workers. The reason

for this 1s because thusfar, Florida's situation does not meet

the requirements for such a designation. The available statistics
do not indicate a large pool of workers who are unemployved and
ineligible for state assistance, as was the case in Texas after
the freeze. You may be sure, however, that I will lend my support
to a reguest from the Governor should the collected data indicate
that Florida meets the requirements for a Presidential disaster
declaration. T am keeping in touch with the State on this matter.

I want to clarify that the emergency assistance from the Farmers

Home Administration that has become available is not an outright

gift or "handout." The assistance is in the form of low interest
loans for which farmers, who have invested great sums of money

in their farming operations, must gualify and which they must pay
back over time. I was pleased to have played a part in securing

the timely announcement of disaster assistance for Hillsborough,

Pasco and Pinellas counties.

Please be assured that I am following this situation closely and



Mr. Robert F. Watts
March 8, 1984
Page 2

that the information I have indicates that all that can be done
is being done.

I appreciate having the benefit of your views.

T

Michae{ Bilirakis
Member of Congress

Warm regards.

ME/1b
Enclosure




