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Julie Townsend was right to protect market from disruptor

I’m writing in response to the Ledger article “Conservative internet
personality argues her free speech was violated at Lakeland Farmers Market”
[May 25, Page 4A].

While I was not present during the incident, I interacted with Kaitlin Bennett
at the same market just a week prior. The encounter was not a good-faith
conversation — it was engineered to provoke reactions for online content. She
and her team filmed without asking for consent, asked inflammatory political
questions and made no effort to engage respectfully.

From what I understand, her latest appearance followed a similar pattern. She
positioned herself in the vendor area — where space is paid for and reserved
— causing disruption and deterring or provoking customers. The facilitator,
Julie Townsend, simply asked her to move away from vendors so the market
could continue operating smoothly.

This isn’t a free speech violation, it’s a common-sense decision to protect a
community space from being hijacked by a clout-chaser farming for clicks.

Need a break? Play the USA TODAY Daily Crossword Puzzle.
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I hope The Ledger will continue to cover this story with a focus on the broader
community and the people working hard to create safe, welcoming spaces. The
community stands with Julie Townsend, The LDDA, and the Lakeland Farmer's
Curb Market team.

Atheena Wilson, Lakeland

Voice of the People (May 25, 2025) Ed Vetter, longtime Bartow IB principal, was a cut above

Polk’s unsafe decision on Thompson Nursery Road

The front-page article in the May 25 edition of the Lakeland Ledger, addressing
the Thompson Nursery Road project [Polk approves Thompson Nursery Road
design; residents say it’s unsafe] clearly laid out the discrepancies between the
affected communities’ desires and the decision of the Polk County Commission.
The vote to approve the undesirable design option was made without any
discussion among the commissioners.

This lack of verbal interchange before the vote would be hard to understand
had not the subject been covered at the commission’s May 16 agenda
discussion session. The focus of this discussion was the potential for golf carts
utilizing the shared-use pathways and liability issues.

If golf cart utilization of these pathways is the underlying rationale for voting
against a design solution which has been favored by the citizens along the
corridor, then why is the commission even approving the project to widen the
corridor as this will potentially lead to increased instances of speeding?

It is hard to believe that one violation is enforceable while the other is not;
both limits would be announced by signage. Both are equally enforceable by
law enforcement.

Maybe the commissioners will hear the voice of their constituents at the next
election.
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Howard Kay, Lake Wales

Voice of the People (May 18, 2025) Is Polk County getting its money’s worth for public transit?

Are developments affecting water in Polk?

In The Ledger on May 27, there was an article entitled "City OKs ordinances for
Stoneridge Project " [Page 1A].  It reads, "Lake Wales appears likely to annex
land for a 2,950 home development."

The question was asked whether Lake Wales will be able to provide water to
all of the approved development, which it was said that Stoneridge would
create a demand for 855,000 gallons a day.

On the same day there was another article in The Ledger on Page 4A entitled
“Study: ‘Invisible threat' sinking U.S. cities" 

The study showed that cities all over the country are sinking because of
overuse of water.  Early warning signs in buildings are cracks in walls,
foundations, buckling of pavement, etc.

According to researchers these problems will become worse in the future.

Just recently my well dried up. But luckily Sherouse Well Drilling was able to
extend a pipe into the well to reach more water. And now, Thank God, I have
clear, crystal water again. 

But I wonder if the development which is being built not too far from the
woods beyond my house on Fulton Green Road could be the cause.

Dorothy Costine Sawyer, Lakeland

Voice of the People (May 11, 2025) Seniors could use a break from school taxes
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Keep kids safe this summer

As we celebrate the graduating class of 2025, let’s remember the summer
months are approaching and we need to keep the underclass students safe.

Parents, please be mindful there are several summer programs that are
available for students in kindergarten through 11th grade in Polk County.

They include: The Risk Club Program for all youth by Jeffery Williams; The
Boys & Girls Clubs; The Learning Resource Center of Polk County; Girls Inc.;
The City of Lakeland, Simpson Park Center; Lakeland’s Police Athletic League
Youth Program; Camp Fire Sunshine Central Florida; The CareerSource of Polk
County’s Young Leaders Program; and Young Men's Christian Association
(YMCA).

According to the Safe and Sound Security report, the crime rate in Florida in
2024 was 25.38 incidents per 1,000 residents. During the summer months, the
most common crimes youth commit are theft, simple assault, drug abuse,
disorderly conduct, curfew violations, gun assaults, sexual assaults, domestic
violence, robbery and carjacking.

We as a community have to be proactive to prevent youth crimes before they
occur. Let’s get ahold of our youth before the streets get a hold on them.

Please stay active with our young children and young adults.

Shandale Terrell, Lakeland

‘Big Beautiful Bill’ is a $20 trillion debt bomb

Donald Trump’s “Big Beautiful Bill” passed the House on May 22 and is now in
the Senate, where it can be amended to avoid fiscal ruin.

The bill adds $3.3 trillion to $6.9 trillion to our deficit over 10 years, pushing
our debt-to-GDP ratio to 125%. With $952 billion in annual interest costs, this
pork-laden bill threatens Lakeland families with dollar devaluation by 2030.



I urge Sens. Rick Scott and Ashley Moody to lead on amendments. Eliminate
the Department of Education, saving $80 billion yearly, fulfilling Trump’s
promise to empower states. Restore Article I bankruptcy uniformity to make
student loans dischargeable, saving taxpayers $250 billion to $400 billion over
10 years by curbing student loan lending ($1.9 trillion outstanding) and college
costs.

Reps. Laurel Lee, Scott Franklin and Darren Soto must support these changes if
the House revisits the bill. Polk County deserves better than a $20 trillion long-
term debt bomb. Let’s demand fiscal responsibility. Contact your senators
today.

Gordon Watts, Plant City

Want to contribute?

Send letters to the editor to voice@theledger.com, or Voice of the People, P.O.
Box 408, Lakeland, FL, 33802. Submit on the website at
http://tinyurl.com/28hnh3xj, or go to TheLedger.com, click on the menu arrow
at the top of the website and click Submit a Letter. Letters must be 200 words
or less and meet standards of decency and taste.
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