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GOP got burned
by their own
scorched-earth
policies

1 realize I've got a fixation. Even the smallest elec-
tions get me riled up and flashing around the internet
like a rabid racoon, hunting numbers and dragging out
things like retention elections (they mattered this time,
but Ilook at them when they do not).

And I've got company, too. Tuesday night 1 was

joined onli tudents d
ative forthe GOPand the other agraduate student in po-
litical science — and a newspaper friend (or three)
equally numbers crazy, equally wired into every mo-
mentoftheraces, andall with the same tight gaze on the
candidates’ vote scores as they flipped in front of us.
Armed for fortitude with coffee and snacks, hun-
dreds of mil yrace, every county,
in some cases down to precincts, red-eyed — calcula-
tors humming and arguing “cause.”
We're in the middle of a government shutdown —
nothing is moving. SNAP payments are delayed if not
canceled for millions (1in every 8) Americans, meaning
— for some — no food on the table at all. The threat of
b $1,000 per

& health pby

\ month is now becoming real.
The economy at large is sagging, there are armed
\ troops patrolling major American cities, ICE raids are a
| constant, we're blowing boats out of the water from the
Gulf ific with littl intelli towhat
they may contain, where they are going, or what be-
comes of them (or their crews) after we blow them: up.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Here's a bipartisan fix to the shutdown

As the federal shutdown hits day 36, costing f(;(lj)rlll—
lion weekly, furloughing 2 million w0(kers and ris| sh’%
civil chaos from unpaid SNAP alongside plane cra 2
es from understaffed air traffic Cg;tmllers, Polk Coun

'g families need a bipartisan fix. A
o As a pro-life advocate, I've seen g?vezr:’rlni:‘l;:
power when it cuts waste. I propose 2 ‘Mi cd ;
Elimination Act": slash health insurance and stu l‘lel?
loan profiteers, funding care and college directly ?
Polk's HealthCare Plan for uninsured low-Incun[e]res
idents and our grandparents' near-free unlversl}t e;_.—
Ditch pharmacy benefit managers 4rebulen via di
rect grants modeled on Polk's preventive care, suv}:]n%
$100 billion yearly on drugs — “free henJ(hcu:e tha
spares taxpayers by curbing ER overuse by 20%.
For college, add bankruptcy leglsln(llon to ilcter_ ex-
cesses, making lobbyists back off. It's ‘net forgive-
ness" but self-defense, like Dr. John Lott's “more guns
= Jess crime" — more discharge options gurb slcl'nultfi,
saving $125 billion in bailouts. Cut servicers $10 bq-
lion to $20 billion fees, fund like K-12 or Germany's
model, slashing tuition hikes (439% since 1982) and

jon/decade.

Sw"i}?rij’scooﬁ::jée pﬁevenls debt bubbles, boosting effi-
clency. Democrats get equity; Republicans get sav-
lng';iw Ledger, champion this Polk-rooted solution.
End the shutdown with prudence, not pain.

Gordon Watts, Plant City
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| And it was. In dramatic proportions,

Virginia, oncein the, gripping glow ofa well-financed
and resurgent GOP, went blue in counties that had not
seen Democratic support for eons. New Jersey, under

| threat of becoming a “swing state,” produced a Demo-~
erat under barely competitive circumstances,
g »F?rme, one of the biggest opportunities forthe Gop.
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‘pemocratic shutdown’? False

cans control the White House, the Senate,
the House of Representatives and the Supreme Court.
Obviously, they control the government. :
And ye’t Scott Franklin misrepresents this as a
"Democratic Shutdown,” even though Democrg!s do
have the votes to shut it down or re-open it. We
i and Franklin and this is

Republi

Trump, DeSantis 1 nd |
:I';L:tedwe ge(p—— lies, distortions and misdirected
i nd start trying to figure out

Quit lying, Franklin, ai

how to do your job.
Richard Scanlon, Winter Haven

Blaming whom for food shortages?

ongressman Scott Prankl_iq blnmes the Demo:
cm(t:s nzzi not the Trump Administration an: Rer:;:,
lican sycophants for food shortages and ot} :! p! ¢
lems here in Florida, without a word about the n}l]a -
round-up and expulsion of those .wmkers wh(_) ar
vest the food. [From farm production to flooq insur-
ance and lost GDP, the Democrats’ shutdown is cost-
ing Floridians, Nov. 2)

There is little reason to accept the word of a poli-

tician who voted to strip food and other support ff"
tens of millions of needy Americans while giving m!—
lions of dollars in tax breaks to the ultra wealthy. We
voters will remember this on election day.

Richard Sutherland, Winter Haven
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Here’s a bipartisan fix to the shutdown

hits day 36, costing $6 bil-

lion weekly, furloughing 2 million wor}(ers and nsklrlllg
civil chaos from unpaid SNAP alongside plane crash
es from understaffed air traffic controllers, Polk Coun-
ty's families need a bipartisan fix. i

As a pro-life advocate, I've seen g(l)vgrnment S
power when it cuts waste. 1 propose a “Middleman
Elimination Act": slash health insurance ar}d studgnt
loan profiteers, funding care and college directly like

Polk's HealthCare Plan for uninsured low-income res-
idents and our grandparents' near-free universities.

Ditch pharmacy benefit managers' rebates via fjl'

rect grants modeled on Polk's preventive care, saving
$100 billion yearly on drugs — “free” healthcare that
spares taxpayers by curbing ER overuse by 20%.

For college, add bankruptcy legislation to deter ex-
cesses, making lobbyists back off. It's not "forgive-
ness" but self-defense, like Dr. John Lott's "more guns
— less crime” — more discharge options curb defaults,
saving $125 billion in bailouts. Cut servicers' $10 bil-
lion to $20 billion fees, fund like K-12 or Germany's
model, slashing tuition hikes (439% since 1982) and
saving $50 billion/decade.

"Free' college prevents debt bubbles, boosting effi-
E:iency. Democrats get equity; Republicans get sav-
ings.

The Ledger, champion this Polk-rooted solution.
End the shutdown with prudence, not pain.

Gordon Watts, Plant City

As the federal shutdown

Join the discussion

Read and share your opinio
On Faceboo

n at theledger.com/editorial.
k, go to Ledger Editorials.

‘Democratic shutdown’? False

i Senate
. cans control the White House, the 5
g entatives and the Supreme Court.

the House of Repres
Obviously, they control the government. ‘
And yet Scott Franklin misrepresents this as a

»Democratic Shutdown,’ even though Democn?ts ‘;ilo
not have the votes to shut it down or re-open tll‘tl: /e
elected Trump, DeSantis and Franklin ar}d this 1;
what we get — lies, distortions and misdirecte

blame. ;
Quit lying, Franklin, and start trying to figure out
how to do your job.
Richard Scanlon, Winter Haven

Blaming whom for food shortages?

Congressman Scott Franklin blames the Demo-
| crats and not the Trump Administration and Repub-
lican sycophants for food shortages and other prob-
lems here in Florida, without a word about the mass
round-up and expulsion of those workers who har-
vest the food. [From farm production to flood insur-
ance and lost GDP, the Democrats' shutdown is cost-
ing Floridians, Nov. 2)

: :I‘here is little reason to accept the word of a poli-
tician whp yoted to strip food and other support for
tens of millions of needy Americans while giving tril-
lions of dollars in tax breaks to the ultra wealthy. We
voters will remember this on election day:. ;

Richard Sutherland, Winter Haven .
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Here’s a bipartisan fix to the shutdown

As the federal shutdown hits day 36, costing {56 l.’ﬂ’
lion weekly, furloughing 2 million workers and IlSklI}llg
civil chaos from unpaid SNAP alongside plane crash-
es from understaffed air traffic controllers, Polk Coun-
ty's families need a bipartisan fix. ’

~ As a pro-life advocate, I've seen govgrnment S
power when it cuts waste. I propose a "Middleman
Elimination Act": slash health insurance and stude;nt
loan profiteers, funding care and college directly like
Polk's HealthCare Plan for uninsured low-income res-
idents and our grandparents' near-free universities.
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11/14/25, 8:17 PM Here’s a bipartisan fix to the shutdown (Voice of the People, Nov. 9, 2025)
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11/14/25, 8:17 PM Here’s a bipartisan fix to the shutdown (Voice of the People, Nov. 9, 2025)
As the federal shutdown hits day 36, costing $6 billion weekly, furloughing 2
million workers and risking civil chaos from unpaid SNAP alongside plane crashes
from understaffed air traffic controllers, Polk County's families need a bipartisan
fix.

As a pro-life advocate, I've seen government's power when it cuts waste. |
propose a "Middleman Elimination Act": slash health insurance and student loan
profiteers, funding care and college directly like Polk's HealthCare Plan for
uninsured low-income residents and our grandparents' near-free universities.

Ditch pharmacy benefit managers' rebates via direct grants modeled on Polk's
preventive care, saving $100 billion yearly on drugs — "free" healthcare that
spares taxpayers by curbing ER overuse by 20%.

ADVERTISEMENT

For college, add bankruptcy legislation to deter excesses, making lobbyists back

off. It's not "forgiveness" but self-defense, like Dr. John Lott's "more guns =less
crime" — more discharge options curb defaults, saving $125 billion in bailouts.
Cut servicers' $10 billion to $20 billion fees, fund like K12 or Germany's model,
slashing tuition hikes (439% since 1982) and saving $50 billion/decade.

"Free" college prevents debt bubbles, boosting efficiency. Democrats get
equity; Republicans get savings.

The Ledger, champion this Polk-rooted solution. End the shutdown with
prudence, not pain.

Gordon Watts, Plant City

ADVERTISEMENT

Voice of the People, Nov. 2, 2025: Rabies case shows need for trap-neuter-
vaccinate in Polk

‘Democratic shutdown’? False
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11/14/25, 8:17 PM Here’s a bipartisan fix to the shutdown (Voice of the People, Nov. 9, 2025)
Republicans control the White House, the Senate, the House of Representatives
and the Supreme Court. Obviously, they control the government.

And yet Scott Franklin misrepresents this as a "Democratic Shutdown," even
though Democrats do not have the votes to shut it down or re-open it. We
elected Trump, DeSantis and Franklin and this is what we get — lies, distortions
and misdirected blame.

Quit lying, Franklin, and start trying to figure out how to do your job.
Richard Scanlon, Winter Haven

Voice of the People, Oct. 26, 2025: Reassured by Publix's open carry policy,
another view

Blaming whom for food shortages?

Congressman Scott Franklin blames the Democrats and not the Trump
Administration and Republican sycophants for food shortages and other
problems here in Florida, without a word about the mass round-up and
expulsion of those workers who harvest the food. [From farm production to
flood insurance and lost GDP, the Democrats' shutdown is costing Floridians,
Nov. 2)

ADVERTISEMENT

There is little reason to accept the word of a politician who voted to strip food
and other support for tens of millions of needy Americans while giving trillions of
dollars in tax breaks to the ultra wealthy. We voters will remember this on
election day.

Richard Sutherland, Winter Haven
Want to contribute?

Send letters to the editor to voice@theledger.com, or Voice of the People, PO.
Box 408, Lakeland, FL, 33802. Submit on the website at
http://tinyurl.com/28hnh3xj, or go to ThelLedger.com, click on the menu arrow at
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11/14/25, 8:17 PM Here’s a bipartisan fix to the shutdown (Voice of the People, Nov. 9, 2025)
the top of the website and click Submit a Letter. Letters must be 200 words or
less and meet standards of decency and taste.

This article originally appeared on The Ledger: A bipartisan fix to the shutdown
(Voice of the People, Nov. 9 2025)
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