Small Fair Use clip (less than 15 minutes) of long 1-hour program where, I call in to Ask the Preacher (WLKF Talk 1430 AM, Lakeland, FL, U.S.A.) and discuss the topic at hand: Apparent contradictions between I Corinthians 14:22 and verse 23-25. (??)

(music) “God have mercy on me, on me?...”

(announcer) “Welcome to 'Ask the Preacher,' with Pastor Wayne Friedt.”

(Past. Friedt) “I was out of jail on bond, facing over a HUNDRED years in prison, reaching for a gun to blow my brains out -when God stopped me with a vision.(*) [see note below on this claim –Editor]

I know what it is to be 'down and out.' – I know what it is to be 'up!' – And, 'up' is better!

I told The Lord I was going to find out if the Bible was really true, and let me tell you, friend, that it is: The Bible is really true!”

(announcer) “ 'Ask the Preacher': Designed so that you can have your questions answered according to what the Bible says.”

*** Here, when I called in to ask the preacher about an apparent contradiction between I Corinthians 14:22 (which says that tongues are a sign for the unbeliever) and verse 23-25 (which seem to say that tongues are NOT a sign for the unbeliever), I had two (2) theories, and wanted to 'ask the preacher' which (if either) was right:

My theories:

 #1: Maybe I Cor 14:22-25, referring to Isaiah 28:11, meant that foreign or unknown tongues were a sign of judgment or condemnation from God.

#2: Maybe I Cor 14:23-25 had a typo in the King James Version, where it meant to say just the opposite – Yes, the KJV does have typos – for example:

** II Samuel 15:7 says that after forty (40) years, Absalom asked King David something: FALSE – David's entire reign was only 40 years LOL.

** Ezekiel 39:2 says that God will only leave a “sixth part” of Gog, but the original Hebrew does NOT contain this language at all!

#3: Pastor Wayne's interpretation of I Cor. 14:22-25 seems the best, in my humble opinion:

He says that unknown or foreign tongues are a sign of God's miraculous power to unbelievers (people speaking in languages that they don't know), but if tongues are presented with no explanation or interpretation, then the unbeliever or 'unlearned' (apparently, both non-Christians and new Christian) will be confused, and that,in this sense, it is not a good use of God's gifts for the missionary work of the Gospel.

(*) Editor's Note: The pastor's claim here is Biblically possible: 

“And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon ALL flesh; and your sons AND your daughters shall prophesy, your old men SHALL dream dreams, your young men SHALL see visions:”

– Joel 2:28, Holy Bible (KJV), emphasis added in caps for clarity

“And it shall come to pass in the LAST DAYS, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon ALL flesh: and your sons AND your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men SHALL see visions, and your old men SHALL dream dreams:”

– Acts 2:17, Holy Bible (KJV), emphasis added in caps for clarity

“And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the Lord will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream.”

– Numbers 12:6

(does the Lord still do that today?)

'CON' view:

“Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.”

– I Corinthians 13:8, Holy Bible (KJV), here says it shall cease -it just doesn't say when. Since 'knowledge' has obviously NOT vanished away, we can safely assure ourselves that the other things, in context here, are probably not gone either.

'PRO' view:

“For I am the Lord, I change not...”

– Malachi 3:6a, Holy Bible (KJV) proves that God Almighty does not change: If he sent people visions then, he can do so now as well.

“Jesus Christ [who appeared to Paul in a vision in Acts 26:15] the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.”

– Hebrews 13:8, Holy Bible (KJV) proves that it IS Biblically possible for Jesus to appear to YOU in a vision.

And, Paul reminds us that ANYONE can be visited by an angel, yet another supernatural visitation, not unlike the vision that Pastor Friedt had:

“Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.”

– Hebrews 13:2, Holy Bible (NIV)

For those of you who doubt the NIV, here is the KJV to verify the accuracy—even in the KJV is a bit harder to understand:

“Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.”

– Hebrews 13:2, Holy Bible (KJV)

However, if you have a dream, vision, visitation by an angel, or even a 'word' from a so-called 'prophet,' you MUST test the spirits, because not all spirits come from the Lord – there are no less than seven (7) DIFFERENT Biblical tests that you can apply, explained here:

http://GordonWatts.com/theology/TestForProphetsAndSpirits.html 

http://GordonWayneWatts.com/theology/TestForProphetsAndSpirits.html 

(summary)

1. SPECIFIC TEST OF RIGHTEOUSNESS: Angel or “Prophet” must be righteous, specifically regarding not denying Jesus: I John 4:1-3

2. GENERAL TEST OF RIGHTEOUSNESS: The general lifestyle of the prophet must be righteous: Matt 7:15-16 and Phil 1:11, cf: Heb 12:11 and 2 Cor 9:10

3. SPECIFIC TEST OF ACCURACY: The specific “prophecy” or “revelation” must be accurate – 100%: Deut 18:22

4. GENERAL TEST OF ACCURACY: The “general” method of contact with the spirit world must be accurate, not prohibited: Deut 18:10-12

5. 'MIRACLE' TEST: True prophets (and holy angels of God) must perform miracles: Actually, ALL Christians, prophet or NOT, must perform miracles: Mark 16:17-18

6. 'APPLICABILITY' TEST: The prophecy (from either prophet or angel) must not only be accurate but also applicable to do a good work of God: James 1:17

7. HOLY SPIRIT TEST: There must be a witness of the spirit in the believer, who listens for the check in the spirit: Yes, you CAN hear the voice of God: He has SAID that you can: Psalms 95:7-11; Proverbs 1:20; John, chapter 10; Hebrews 3:7; Hebrews 4:7

For more info: http://WLKF.com

http://www.BelieversFellowship.com / http://www.2Timothy22.org 

and:

http://GordonWatts.com / http://GordonWayneWatts.com 
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