Date: Monday, 10 December 2012, or ASAP

Subject: Twittergate (Update on the very bizarre U.S. Congressman)

From: Gordon Watts <gww1210@gmail.com>

To: Gww1210@aol.com

Bcc: [Undisclosed recipients] 

Dear friends at The Tampa Tribune, The Ledger, and elsewhere –

You recall my email this past Nov. 30, I'm sure, where I told you that my U.S. Congressman, Dennis A. Ross (R-Fla-12th) was acting **very** bizarre and blocking a **whole** bunch of people from his Twitter, Facebook, and basically most/all of his social media. (Hence the subject title of my email: “Twittergate...,” a takeoff on Nixon's 'Watergate' scandal.)

But, since I admitted that I had no proof to document my claims he was also doing this to others, I'm sure I looked like a loony-tune: In fact, one reporter I'm friends with asked me if I provoked the Congressman by (for example) posting too much, which was not an unreasonable question: On occasion I'm a bit talkative. (That was not the case here, though.)

However, since my last email, I did find ample evidence of the Congressman blocking a BUNCH of people from ALL of his major social media—for no other reason than they disagree with him, including, of course, his “public” Facebook, which is supposed to be open to all constituents to “hear our views” and help him represent us—so, now armed with the ability to cite sources & document my “wild claims,” I am notifying you of this, in case you too are alarmed that a Congressman REFUSES to hear from his constituents when their views slightly disagree or differ from his own:

1 ) >> Congressman Ross admitted that he blocked/banned US Postal Service employee, Guy Nohrenberg, and “several” other other “postal employees” from his public Facebook page (not to be confused with his personal Facebook) allegedly “for abusive, vulgar, or personal attacks...because their posts and messages were abusive or bordering on the slanderous.”

Source: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/Update-on-Ross-ban-block-situation.jpg 

Mirror: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/Update-on-Ross-ban-block-situation.jpg  

* This seems mighty suspicious: How could a person slander the Congressman, when all his votes are public record? (And, really, are we to believe that a LOT of posters had to be deleted, blocked, & banned “because their posts and messages were abusive or bordering on the slanderous.” Hmm...)

* Did these postal employees really go postal & slander the good congressman? Probably not: All he did was make a claim, in his Facebook posts, that “Money is being taken from the US Postal Service as a hidden additional Tax”:

Source: “Letter to Rep. Darrell Issa (R-California)” http://www.congress.org/congressorg/dbg/bio/userletter/?id=40137&letter_id=7060667041&content_dir=congressorg 

Cache 1: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/guy-banned-blocked-posts-deleted.JPG 

Cache 2: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/guy-banned-blocked-posts-deleted.JPG  

Note: While Guy may not be in Ross' district, he still is due representation because Ross sat on a nationwide House Committee overseeing the restructuring of the U.S. Postal Service. For the record, I have asked Guy if it's OK to share this email with you:

Cache 1: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/RequestPermission-GuyN.JPG 

Cache 2: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/RequestPermission-GuyN.JPG 

While he hasn't yet responded, I think it would be OK, as he wanted me to get the message out:

Cache 1: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/GuysRequest.JPG 

Cache 2: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/GuysRequest.JPG 

1—ANALYIS: Nohrenberg and many other U.S. Postal Service employees were blocked/banned for merely expressing a different opinion on whether the prefunded retirement deductions were a tax or not.

2) >> Facebook user, Steven Frediani, claims that: “My congressman, Dennis Ross blocked me from posting on his page because I voiced an opinion in opposition to his, and at the time I was not alone. There were several negative postings. Now there are only positive ones. I emailed him directly and asked him why,and he has not responded. Funny, I thought he was paid by the people to represent what we want, not dictate his ideals on us.”

Source: https://www.facebook.com/congressorg/posts/123887641036922
Cache 1: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/yet-another-blocked-Constituent.JPG 

Cache 2: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/yet-another-blocked-Constituent.JPG 

2—ANALYIS: We don't know what happened, but if a “lot” of people are saying Ross is blocking them for no good reason, and it quacks like a duck, maybe it **is** a duck.

3) >> A Google search, showing **lots** of complaints about the Congressman:

Source: http://www.google.com/search?sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&q=%22dennis+ross%22+%22blocked+me%22
Cache 1: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/lots-of-people-blocked-by-Congressman-Ross.JPG 

Cache 2: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/lots-of-people-blocked-by-Congressman-Ross.JPG 

3—ANALYIS: The pattern here is obvious: If everybody's saying one thing and Ross is saying another, who do you think we can safely believe here?

4) >> Virginia Hooper, a Google user, posted in Groups to the same effect, where she writes: “Congressman Dennis Ross then blocked me from Twitter...”

Source: https://groups.google.com/forum/?fromgroups=#!search/%22congressman$20dennis$20ross$20then$20blocked$20me/alt.astronomy/ybM4kC0sDU4/j8u2OH79ajgJ 

Cache 1: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/Virginia-Hooper-blocked-by-Congressman.JPG 

Cache 2: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/Virginia-Hooper-blocked-by-Congressman.JPG 

Note: While she later admits not being in his district, he does sit on nationwide committees addressing the concerns she raised, so legally she should have been able to ask for representation, however, she was unable to email him, she said, so she tried using social newtworks: “Congressman Dennis Ross then blocked me from Twitter, which I used because you CANNOT email a US Congressman anymore if you are not in said goverment represtative's district, per regulations by Congressional legal enforcment].”

4—ANALYIS: Virginia probably did nothing to justify getting blocked/banned. At the very least, it seems VERY unlikely that all these people would simultaneously threaten, harass, or slander the congressman—or use vulgar language.

5) >> Someone else has a similar complaint:

“Scp48 says:

November 30, 2012 at 6:11 pm

I fought my congressman for weeks on this,until he blocked me on all of his social networks,and that is Dennis Ross of FL,he lied to everyone about this bill,don’t trust anyone in DC,no one,they all are a bunch of criminals,anybody that believes anything they say, is nothing but a FOOL.”

Source: http://www.prisonplanet.com/2013-ndaa-expands-power-of-military-to-detain-citizens.html 

Cache 1: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/some-other-little-guy-blocked-by-Congressman.JPG 

Cache 2: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/some-other-little-guy-blocked-by-Congressman.JPG 

5—ANALYIS: The pattern is obvious—it seems unlikely that this guy did nothing more than express his opinion, protected under the First Amendment. Even strong opinions are protected under the 1st Am. And, since this is a “public” page of the Congressman (not his private/personal page), First Amendment “Redress” is invoke, as well.

6) >> Steve Phillips, a Winter Haven, Fla. Resident, and one of Ross' constituents, had problems posting, and his was one of the many complaints I had not been able to document, until I did more research, and was able to access a Google cache of Ross' previously-deleted Facebook page. Steve posted on Ross' old 'public' Facebook fan page (before Ross deleted it & started over anew) that “FYI,Ross has blocked me on all of his social network,except this one,apparently he doesn't read this one or I would probably be blocked here too,Ross can't handle the truth,he must go,vote him out.”

* Google cache by search on this term:

 
cache:www.facebook.com/repdennisross/posts/485639681460366

* Google cache link: http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&q=cache%3Awww.facebook.com%2Frepdennisross%2Fposts%2F485639681460366 

* Off-site cache 1: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/StevePhillips-blocked-by-Congressman-too.JPG 

* Off-site cache 2: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/StevePhillips-blocked-by-Congressman-too.JPG 

So far, there is damning evidence of Ross' refusal to hear opposing opinions from his constituents, but let's take a closer look at one of Steve's more recent posts to make that clear—since it was deleted, all we have, now, is this cache:

Cache 1: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/StevePhillips-is-brave-posting-after-prior-blockings.JPG 

Cache 2: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/StevePhillips-is-brave-posting-after-prior-blockings.JPG 

Here, you can see he posted a link to this video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jv4CQJuANYM  by CREW (Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington), titled “Strategic Maneuvers - The Revolving Door from the Pentagon to the Private Sector.” Steve's post, however, is now missing:

Link: https://www.facebook.com/dennis.ross.376/posts/439744936086142 

Cache 1: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/StevePhillips-post-missing.JPG 

Cache 2: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/StevePhillips-post-missing.JPG 

This video claims that a bunch of retired generals and admirals went to work for defense contractors and defense consultants, whom they previously oversaw, but now making much more than when they were in the military, which might be a conflict of interest, since the contractors got money from the government—and then turned around and used these tax dollars to hire the former military at inflated salaries—and had credibility, as it featured Bryan Bender, a National Security Correspondent for the Boston Globe: http://www.bostonglobe.com/staff/bender 

6—ANALYIS: Therefore, Steve's post, here, is not slanderous, and neither vulgar, nor threatening, nor harassing, and his concern about misappropriation of tax dollars to over-paid “consultants” is a legitimate gripe for his Federal Lawmaker, Dennis Ross—one not justifying Ross delete his posts and block/ban him from posting on his public Congressional page.

This reporter (Gordon Wayne Watts) just spoke with Steve by phone, and while he does not want his private contact information posted publicly, he said that he would be glad to speak to any news reporter over Ross' treatment here, and he can be contacted through Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/steve.phillips.79656 

Lucky # 7) >> In my prior email, we saw me complaint of my posts all being deleted off Ross' public Congressional Facebook webpage:

Link 1: www.GordonWatts.com/Cry-for-Help-BizarreCongressman.html 

Link 2: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/Cry-for-Help-BizarreCongressman.html 

(Note: Even though I had some positive things to say about the Congressman, he still was spiteful and vindictive, complete in his revenge, deleting ALL of my posts, and then blocking/banning me.)

7—ANALYIS: The pattern holds: It's not “just Gordon,” who is a lone voice “crying wolf.”

8) >> (LOTS MORE COMPLAINTS) Below, is my original post—which was deleted—even though it was not slanderous, harassing, spam, or threatening:

Cache 1: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/Dennis-Ross-part-2-Screen-Capture.JPG 

Cache 2: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/Dennis-Ross-part-2-Screen-Capture.JPG 

That was a screen shot—to, you know, verify my claims: Here's the whole question:

* www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/dennis-part-2.doc  

* www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/dennis-part-2.doc  

* www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/dennis-part-2.html  

* www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/dennis-part-2.html 

As I said in my previous email, the post was deleted:

Cache 1: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/DennisRoss-deletes-my-post-and-blocks-me.JPG 

Cache 2: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/DennisRoss-deletes-my-post-and-blocks-me.JPG 

My mistreatment by the Congressman generated lots of complaints (see posts by Robert More, Brett Upthagrove, and Jennifer Rash) >>

Cache 1: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/Jennifers-Comment.JPG 

Cache 2: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/Jennifers-Comment.JPG 

8—ANALYIS: “Lots more complaints” about Congressman Dennis A. Ross (R-Fla.-12th) 

9) Ross surely doesn't want to hear disagreement, and deletes as many people as he can without drawing attention to himself. Brett Upthagrove, one of his constituents, who lives here in Lakeland, posted in my defense, seeking to argue that Ross was wrong to refuse to hear constituents' views; however, Brett's comment was deleted too. Take a 2nd look at Jennifer's comment, and notice Brett's comment is gone:

Link: https://www.facebook.com/dennis.ross.376/posts/471240359580740 

Cache 1: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/copy-BrettsPosts-deleted-too.JPG  

Cache 2: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/copy-BrettsPosts-deleted-too.JPG 

But, it was there, between posts by Robert More and Jennifer Rash:

Cache 1: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/Jennifers-Comment.JPG 

Cache 2: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/Jennifers-Comment.JPG 

9—ANALYIS: Brett Upthagrove, a local well-known liberal Democrat (Google: “Brett Upthagrove” if you don't know him), is critical of the Congressman and Republicans in general, for over-spending:

Link: https://www.facebook.com/GordonWayneWatts/posts/116675478497813 

Cache 1: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/Brett-critical-of-GOP.JPG  

Cache 2: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/Brett-critical-of-GOP.JPG  

For Rep. Ross, who claims to be 'Conservative,' it is embarrassing to have people like Upthagrove (a liberal Democrat) saying Ross and his party are too liberal in how they over-spend. (That's like the time Communist Cuba offered to send poll observers to Florida: It was an insult that Florida had more voting problems than a Communist country!) So, Ross deletes all his posts.

But, were Upthagrove's other posts slanderous, harassing, threatening? Let's see:

Here, Brett is critical of Ross for protecting the rich (an opinion he has a right to express) >> 

Cache 1: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/BrettsPost.JPG 

Cache 2: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/BrettsPost.JPG 

Here, Brett expresses his opinion about the famous “Grover Norquist” tax pledge—and about water-safety regulations:

Cache 1: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/Bretts-2nd-post.JPG 

Cache 2: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/Bretts-2nd-post.JPG 

Yet, even harmless opinions that 'disagree' are not tolerated!

Link: https://www.facebook.com/dennis.ross.376/posts/474278279276948

 HYPERLINK "https://www.facebook.com/dennis.ross.376/posts/474278279276948"
 
Cache 1: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/Bretts-2nd-post-is-deleted.JPG 

Cache 2: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/Bretts-2nd-post-is-deleted.JPG 

Meta-Analysis: Here we see far more than nine (9) people being blocked (some of these bullet-points dealt with several people, so the total number is > 9) —and those are only the ones I could document.

Refusing to hear from constituents, and making (or implying) false claims that they were vulgar, harassing, slanderous, threatening, or otherwise 'abusive'—when there was a clear written record to refute it is questionable and makes me feel uncomfortable.

If this Congressman would do that when there is a clear written record, how much more would he do if I called his office, and there were no witnesses to refute a false claim I was somehow harassing him or his staff?

This is a clear violation of my First Amendment rights of 'Redress' to my government (Lawmakers in this case), as well as another First Amendment right to Free Speech (posting on a public, as opposed to private, social network), not to mention a denial of Equal Protection vis-à-viz 'special' or 'privileged' big donor constituents who can legally by his vote—and attention—by campaign contributions. Example: more informally, this is proof of his desire to only listen to rich-money interests, such as the banks and/or higher ed interests—big campaign contributors—that would be hurt if they were forced to stop illegal predatory lending practiced I document in my research, posted online—but not care about those whom he actually represents. (If he doesn't even want to hear opposing views, then, obviously, he does not care about his constituents.)

** CLARIFICATION ** I must address one point that was not clear in my previous email, where I said “(And, I'm genuinely *very* frightened, as I described below; please take a moment to check this out.)...I'm honestly very concerned, since other whistle-blowers in my position have turned up missing...”

Some feedback have asked if I am paranoid of disappearing. While it is true that bankers would stand to lose billions of dollars if Standard Consumer Protections (such as bankruptcy) were returned to College Loans, as they are still available for Credit Card loans, if legislation were passed to this effect, I did not mean to suggest I feared for my life at this juncture—I was merely making a statement to illustrate a comparison. However, I meant every word where I said: “If he's intimidated that I've outed him as a 'Big Government' liberal...then what other bizarre things will he do? Will he try to do character assassination against me, trumping up false charges of some sort or another?” – As I've shown above, Congressman Ross has taken to making false statements about people, even when there is a clear 'paper trail' that says otherwise: It is unreasonable to think that all those people (including myself) caused trouble and had to be banned (in Ross' own words) “for abusive, vulgar, or personal attacks...because their posts and messages were abusive or bordering on the slanderous.”

Source: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/Update-on-Ross-ban-block-situation.jpg 

Mirror: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/Update-on-Ross-ban-block-situation.jpg 

As proof that I am not “abusive, vulgar, slanderous” or make “personal attacks,” please see this email I got from a Rachel East-Pniewski, apparently a liberal poster to the Lakeland Ledger's forums, and with different political/religious views:

“gordon-

although we obviously have differing religious views, i want to thank you for keeping our recent conversation in the ledger friendly. so many times when religious views ( or non views) are brought up, things get ugly. the ugliness only adds fuel to each side's fire. it was a pleasure to have the debate with you.

rachel pniewski”

Screen Shot: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/another-poster-thanks-me-for-being-civil.JPG 

Mirror Link: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/another-poster-thanks-me-for-being-civil.JPG 

For those who are wondering, yes, I did ask if it'd be OK to share her private email; she was kind & gracious enough to grant permission:

Screen Shot: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/rachels-grant-of-permission.JPG 

Mirror Link: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/rachels-grant-of-permission.JPG 

Background—this is where we 'met':

Link: http://www.TheLedger.com/article/20121129/EDIT02/121129261 

Cache 1: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/Rachels-comments-Ledger-forum.JPG 

Cache 2: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/Rachels-comments-Ledger-forum.JPG 

My point? I merely offer yet more proof that, while I'm human and do make mistake, (by all accounts) I am not a troublemaker, and all the complaints are pointing to Congressman Dennis A. Ross (R-Fla-12th) for the aberrant, off-centre, and bizarre behavior he's displayed: In order to post on his page (and get representation), you either have to 'butter up' to him, or else be a 'big money' contributor, or political big-wig of some sort: He doesn't have 'regular' constituents.

CONCLUSION: Dennis Ross is an absolute fruit-loop, and hasn't had enough attention from press coverage regarding his absolutely bizarre behaviour towards constituents, blocking, deleting, and banning them off ALL social media, and also NOT hearing their views, even when they communicate through more 'conventional' means such as phoning, writing, visiting, and/or emailing him—the 'conventional' methods of getting representation: Pres. Nixon and Watergate, move over—Mission Control, we now have 'Twittergate' liftoff.

** SUBJECT 2: Even more bizarre behaviour from Congressman Ross **

I realise that it's not usual convention to include “more than one” subject in an email, because it usually just gets too long and confusing, but this is too good to pass up...

It is well-known that America keeps adding to its National Debt, which devalues the U.S. Dollar, and pushes us more towards a 3rd-world banana republic, or towards economic collapse, like modern Greece, or like how ancient Rome fell...

As both the conservative GOPusa and the liberal CBS report, National Debt has been growing non-stop  for many years now, putting us on the brink of financial disaster:

http://www.gopusa.com/freshink/2012/09/05/debt-tops-16t-during-dnc 

quoting: http://www.weeklystandard.com/blogs/1601576978821580_651649.html 

and: http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-503544_162-20027090-503544.html 

See also: http://zFacts.com/p/318.html
See also: www.FactCheck.org/2011/07/fiscal/factcheck 

Cache of CBS's stats, just in case their server is slow, down, or has congested Internet traffic:

Cache 1: www.GordonWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/CBS-documents-National-Debt-Crisis.JPG 

Cache 1: www.GordonWayneWatts.com/FannyDeregulation/CBS-documents-National-Debt-Crisis.JPG 

